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CITY OF NEWTON, MASSACHUSETTS

PURCHASING DEPARTMENT
purchasing@newtonma.gov

Fax (617) 796-1227

 November 20, 2009
ADDENDUM #1

INVITATION FOR BID #10-25

WATER METER & RF MODULES INSTALLATION

THIS ADDENDUM IS TO:
1.   Provide additional information discussed at the Pre-bid Conference
2.  Answer following questions.

• Be sure to complete the reference section in its entirety.
• It is anticipated that work shall begin in February 2010
• Pre-construction date with Elster AMCO Water Inc. is December 2009

Q1. Will Network be up and running in December?
A1. No.

Q2. Will we need to work in one section at a time?
A2.  See page 99 of 202, Section 15139 Paragraph 3.01.A.3.  The Contractor shall coordinate
installation locations with the Owner and Engineer.  The installation locations shall proceed as much
as possible based on the Owner’s meter routes which will be provided by the Owner at the start of the
project.

Q3. How can we know if the meters work if the Network is not up and running?
A3. The handheld will give confirmation that the meter and RTM are communicating.  The City will
be working with Elster in order to for the network to be up and running prior to meters being installed
in a certain area.  Meter readings can be obtained locally using the handheld.

Q4. What is the percentage of iron pipe?
A4. It is estimated that 60-percent of the services may have iron pipe.

Q5. Meter Pits – Some covers – do they have pre-drilled holes?
A5. A very few of the covers have pre-drilled holes.  The Contractor will be required to drill holes in
the majority of the meter pit lids.

Q6. Does it take 8 minutes to program the module using the Programming Radix? Can the contractor order more
handhelds? How long does the battery last in the Radix?  Are different batteries available?  Can the Radix be used for
the electronic work orders?

A6. As described in the manufacturer’s manual the programming time is an average of 8 minutes.

Four (4) handhelds are included in the bid.  If the contractor requires additional handhelds may be
purchased by the Contractor at the contractor’s expense if required by the Contractor, see page 90 of
202 Section 01270, Paragraph 1.09.A

The battery life of the Radix is 8 hours.

Different batteries are not available.

The Radix can not be used for electronic work orders.

Q7. Is there a requirement for right sizing?
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A7. NO, Weston & Sampson has already completed that, however comments & suggestions from
contractor will be considered.

Q8. Can we complete the project earlier or will that be problematic?
A8. Yes, the project can be completed earlier.

Q9. Will there be sites available for trailers?
A9. YES

Q10.  Will there be crews available for support?  
A10. YES.  At least one crew at your disposal.

Q11. How will the routes to be worked be disseminated?
A11. Refer to page 99 of 202, Section 15139, paragraph 3.01.A.3.

Q12. Can the City assist w/ the provision of acct. tele #'s (they have cust acct. tele # data)?
A12. NO, the City does not maintain a database of telephone #’s for each account.

Q13.  If we disagree with the assessment from Weston & Sampson can be make suggestions?  
A13. Weston & Sampson will make available all data logging reports, and the City is willing to work

with the contractor and Engineer to determine the most appropriate meter size for the account.
Q14.  Are digital pictures required?  

A14. YES.

Q15.  Will storage for the removed meters  be available for  6 months?  
A15. NO, the City does not have that capability.

Q16.  Will meters be delivered to the City for a final reading before being stored?  
A16. YES.

Q17.  SR meters can’t readily be retrofited?  
A17.  SR meters will not be retrofitted.

Q18.  Do we have TTR’s?  
A18. A majority of the system  has TTR’s, some have been replaced with touch pads.  The TTRs and
touch pads will be replaced.

Q19.  Will the City change the specifications to allow for a Survey Fee?  
A19. No.

Q20.  Will the City waive the Plumbing Permit Fee and will the plumbing be inspected?  
A20.  Yes the plumbing permit fee will be waived, refer to Section 00890.  The plumbing will be
inspected.

Q21.  Will we be able to get curb stop on an emergency basis?  
A21. YES.

All other terms and conditions of this bid remain unchanged

PLEASE ENSURE THAT YOU ACKNOWLEDGE THIS ADDENDUM ON  YOUR BID FORM

Thank you.
Re Cappoli
Chief Procurement Officer


